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SAFE FROM THE START ACT OF 
2021 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
announce the reintroduction of the Safe from 
the Start Act of 2021. This bill will reduce 
incidences of gender-based violence (GBV); 
ensure quality services for survivors from the 
very onset of emergencies through timely and 
effective humanitarian action; and promote 
standards for prevention, mitigation and re-
sponse to such crises. 

The largest flow of refugees in recorded his-
tory are being forced from their home coun-
tries and their time spent displaced has in-
creased from years to generations. Climate 
change continues to spur temporary and per-
manent displacement, as floods and fires de-
stroy homes and livelihoods. 

During times of crisis, GBV increases as 
chaos and tensions within households and 
communities grow. An estimated 1 in 5 
women in conflict settings have experienced 
sexual violence, although numbers are likely 
higher given the barriers associated with dis-
closure. GBV is often used by armed actors 
as an intimidation tactic to exert power and 
control over the opposing side. 

Since the onset of COVID, the impact of the 
virus has increased exposure of women and 
girls to domestic violence, lack of access to 
medicine and telehealth, and disruptions in in-
come. Crises like COVID exacerbate risks for 
GBV, which is exactly what Safe from the 
Start is set up to mitigate. In this moment, 
people around the world are living through 
multiple kinds of emergencies, in some cases 
simultaneously. Gaps in services and humani-
tarian protection frameworks have made it dif-
ficult to adequately prevent GBV in humani-
tarian contexts and mitigate its impact. Hu-
manitarian agencies are often underequipped 
to address GBV specifically or close gaps be-
tween services and accountability that have 
led directly to GBV, such as the exploitation of 
women in exchange for supplies by aid work-
ers. To address this, the humanitarian donor 
community has begun investing in the building 
standards, guidelines, and capacities of hu-
manitarian actors to better respond to the 
needs of women and girls in emergencies. 

The Safe from the Start Act would support 
the State Department and USAID’s ongoing 
work to protect and prevent violence against 
women and girls in humanitarian emergencies 
by codifying it, and providing Congressional 
oversight over its implementation. 

I want to thank my colleagues, Representa-
tives CHRIS STEWART, LOIS FRANKEL, MARIO 
DIAZ-BALART, and CHRISSY HOULAHAN for once 
again leading this bill with me. I urge the rest 
of my colleagues to support this bill and look 
forward to its enactment. 

HONORING BOB LOCKE ON THE 
OCCASION OF HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. VICTORIA SPARTZ 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mrs. SPARTZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor my constituent Bob Locke on the oc-
casion of his 90th birthday on January 30, 
2021. This is a momentous occasion. 

Mr. Locke has witnessed so many great 
milestones in American history in his 90 years 
of life, and it is my pleasure to now add his 
name to our country’s history. Bob has served 
his country as a National Guardsmen where 
he eventually earned the rank of Sergeant. 
After his years in the Guard, Bob continued to 
serve his community tirelessly, his hard work 
enabling countless public servants the ability 
to support our fellow citizens. The work Mr. 
Locke has displayed over the past many years 
has not gone unnoticed and in these trying 
times I hope this document begins to thank 
and recognize him. 

On behalf of Indiana’s 5th Congressional 
District, I wish Mr. Locke a happy 90th birth-
day and continued health. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF ANTOINETTE D. PERRY 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of the 100th birthday of Mrs. Antoi-
nette Delores Perry, of Youngstown, Ohio, 
who was born on February 4, 1921. 

Mrs. Perry was born in Matrice, Italy and 
came to the United States at the age of six. 
She is an alumna of Campbell Memorial High 
School and graduated from the Cleveland 
Metro Hospital School of Nursing. 

On June 26, 1948, Antoinette married the 
love of her life, Mr. Anthony Perry. They 
shared a strong bond, spanning just short of 
69 years of marriage. Mr. Perry passed away 
on June 8, 2017. 

Mrs. Perry is the loving mother of three 
sons, Domenic, John, and Anthony. She is 
also blessed with nine grandchildren, and six 
great grandchildren. 

Antoinette has four siblings, three of which 
have passed, that she dearly misses. She is 
blessed to have her sister, Mrs. Jane 
DeSanto, with her today to celebrate this mile-
stone. 

A proud woman of faith, Mrs. Perry is a 
member of St. Dominic Church in Youngs-
town. With this in mind, it is no wonder why 
Antoinette was called to serve as a nurse for 
many years. 

I send my best wishes and warmest regards 
to Antoinette and her entire family on this mo-
mentous occasion. Mrs. Perry is the mother- 

in-law to Massillon, Ohio Mayor Kathy 
Catazaro-Perry, whom I am proud to call a 
friend. I ask that my colleagues please join me 
in wishing Antoinette a very happy birthday. 

f 

HONORING DICK THORNBURGH 

HON. DWIGHT EVANS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an influential and dedicated gentleman 
from Pittsburgh, Richard ‘‘Dick’’ Thornburgh, a 
devoted public official, former U.S. Attorney 
General and the 41st governor of Pennsyl-
vania who died on December 31, 2020 at age 
88. 

Dick Thornburgh dedicated his life and ca-
reer to improving the lives of others through 
public service. Prior to being elected to public 
office, Thornburgh attended Mercersburg 
Academy then Yale University from which he 
obtained an engineering degree in 1954. He 
later received a law degree from the University 
of Pittsburgh School of Law in 1957, where he 
served as an editor of the Law Review. He be-
came a member of the Pittsburgh-based law 
firm Kirkpatrick & Lockhart in 1959. Addition-
ally, Dick was awarded 32 honorary degrees 
from 32 other colleges and universities. 

Dick Thornburgh stands out as an honest, 
reform-minded public leader. He is universally 
regarded as an intelligent and empathetic 
leader. He built his reputation as a crime-bust-
ing federal prosecutor in Pittsburgh and as a 
moderate Republican governor. He is also well 
known for being a champion to those with in-
tellectual disabilities. Both he and his wife 
were active in programs for the disabled. In 
1985, the Thornburgh’s were named ‘‘Family 
of the Year’’ by the Pennsylvania Association 
for Retarded Citizens. As Attorney General, 
Dick was instrumental in the passing of the 
Americans With Disabilities Act in 1990. 

Dick Thornburgh was the first Republican to 
serve two successive terms as governor. He 
was recognized by fellow governors in a 1986 
Newsweek poll as one of the most effective 
big-state governors in the nation. As governor, 
he oversaw the response to the Three Mile Is-
land nuclear power plant accident. His calm 
and steady leadership helped with efforts to 
the partial meltdown at the nuclear power 
plant and played a major role in facilitating 
funding for the cleanup operation. Dick was 
responsible for consolidating all of Pennsylva-
nia’s state-owned colleges and universities 
into the Pennsylvania State System of Higher 
Education. Furthermore, he is credited for cre-
ating the Governor’s Schools, which were pro-
grams for talented and gifted high school stu-
dents. 

In 1988, President Ronald Reagan ap-
pointed Dick Thornburgh as the United States 
Attorney General and held on to that position 
after President George H.W. Bush was inau-
gurated. Thornburgh was sworn into office 
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after being unanimously confirmed by the 
United States Senate and served three years 
as Attorney General. He was steadfast in his 
pursuit against white-collar crime as the De-
partment of Justice obtained a record number 
of convictions of savings and loan crisis and 
other securities officials, defense contractors 
and corrupt public officials. Dick also estab-
lished strong relations with law enforcement 
agencies around the world to help combat 
drug trafficking, money laundering, terrorism 
and international white-collar crime. 

As an accomplished public leader Dick 
Thornburgh also worked at the international 
level, serving as a consultant to the United 
Nations, the World Bank and the Inter-Amer-
ican Development Bank to combat against 
corruption and fraud. He penned the book 
‘‘Puerto Rico’s Future: A Time to Decide’’ in 
2007, where he argued for a change in the is-
land’s territorial/commonwealth status, and 
concluded it was a relic of colonialism. 
Throughout his career, Dick traveled widely, 
visiting over 40 countries and meeting with 
leaders from Africa, Australia, Canada, China, 
Cambodia, Europe, the Middle East, Japan, 
Ukraine, Taiwan, New Zealand and Central 
and South America. He was a former member 
of the Council on Foreign Relations. 

As evidenced by his historic career Dick 
Thornburgh, dedicated his life to advocating 
and improving the lives of others. He was a 
model public servant. The 3rd Congressional 
District of Pennsylvania extends gratitude to 
Dick Thornburgh for his dedicated support and 
service to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and mourns with his family and loved ones. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JODEY C. ARRINGTON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker, I was 
unable to vote due to a family death. Had I 
been present, I would have voted NAY on Roll 
Call No. 18. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE NA-
TIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFE-
TY BOARD’S WORK TO IMPLE-
MENT POSITIVE TRAIN CONTROL 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I am proud 
to recognize the National Transportation Safe-
ty Board (NTSB) for their work, which spans 
five decades, to implement positive train con-
trol, also known as PTC. 

December 31, 2020, was a significant day 
for railroad safety as all 41 freight and pas-
senger railroads required to meet the deadline 
set by Congress to implement PTC met the 
mandate. This life-saving technology will pre-
vent train-to-train collisions, overspeed 
derailments, incursions into established work 
zones, and the movement of a train through a 
switch left in the wrong position. 

The path to full implementation of PTC was 
long and challenging, and had it not been for 

the NTSB’s persistence and partnership with 
Congress, in particular the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, PTC may 
never have happened. 

The NTSB’s work on PTC began on August 
20, 1969, when two Penn Central commuter 
trains collided head-on near Darien, Con-
necticut, killing three crewmembers and a pas-
senger and injuring roughly 43 others. After 
conducting an extensive investigation, the 
NTSB issued its first PTC-related rec-
ommendation. 

Over the next five decades, the NTSB in-
vestigated 154 more PTC-preventable acci-
dents that tragically took the lives of 305 peo-
ple and injured 6,885 others. Several of those 
tragedies gained the public’s attention and 
changed the conversation around PTC, includ-
ing collisions in Chase, Maryland, in 1987, 
Boston, Massachusetts, in 1990, Silver Spring, 
Maryland, in 1996, Placentia, California, in 
2002, Macdona, Texas, in 2005, Graniteville, 
South Carolina, in 2005, and Chatsworth, Cali-
fornia, in 2008. 

In 2007 and 2008, the House and Senate 
were negotiating legislation that would require 
PTC implementation, the Rail Safety Improve-
ment Act of 2008 (RSIA). The tragedy in 
Chatsworth pushed Congress to act and 
brought about final passage of RSIA. But as 
railroads worked to implement PTC after the 
mandate, the NTSB continued to investigate 
accidents that could have been prevented had 
the technology been in place. These include 
the derailment of Amtrak 188 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, in 2015, which killed 8 pas-
sengers and injured 185 others, and the over-
speed derailment in DuPont, Washington, in 
2017, which killed 3 passengers and injured 
57 passengers and crewmembers. 

Throughout these tragedies, the NTSB 
pressed on for PTC. The agency believed 
PTC was so important that it included the 
issue on its very first Most Wanted List of 
transportation safety improvements in 1990, 
and it has remained a key focus in their advo-
cacy efforts. 

On December 18, 2020—12 years after 
PTC was mandated—the last railroad required 
to implement PTC, New Jersey Transit, an-
nounced that it had fully implemented the 
safety technology, which meant that all 41 rail-
roads had fully implemented PTC two weeks 
short of the deadline: a tremendous accom-
plishment. 

Without the tireless advocacy of the NTSB 
over the last 50 years, we may not have seen 
the day PTC was fully implemented. I com-
mend all those from the NTSB who fought tire-
lessly to finally achieve fully implemented posi-
tive train control. Their work will save lives. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF DR. GODFREY FONDINKA 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of Dr. Godfrey 
Fondinka. A beloved member of our commu-
nity, Dr. Fondinka’s life was marked by an un-
wavering commitment to medicine and service 
to others. 

Dr. Fondinka was born in Cameroon, Africa 
where he began a life of distinction. After com-

pleting his medical education in Cameroon, he 
studied hospital management at Technion— 
Israel Institute of Technology. Dr. Fondinka 
then moved to the United States, where he re-
ceived a Master of Public Health from Tulane 
University before completing a residency in 
family medicine at LSU Shreveport in 2003. 

Dr. Fondinka worked tirelessly on behalf of 
his patients and our community. He served as 
an emergency room physician at the Fayette-
ville VA Medical Center until 2010, when he 
founded an urgent care practice in Fayette-
ville, North Carolina. On the frontlines of our 
community’s battle against COVID–19, Dr. 
Fondinka saved countless lives and, to him, 
our nation owes an immeasurable debt. 

Dr. Fondinka passed away on December 
18, 2020, and my thoughts and prayers are 
with his wife, Florence; his children, Tuma, 
Ghinna, Babilla, and Khamali; and all who 
knew and loved him. I join our entire commu-
nity in gratitude as we honor his extraordinary 
life. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
honoring the life and legacy of Dr. Godfrey 
Fondinka. 

f 

REMEMBERING COACH JERRY 
JOHNSON 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Coach Jerry C. Johnson, the 
basketball coach and athletic director at the 
historically Black Lemoyne-Owen College, who 
coached the Magicians to Memphis’ only 
NCAA Championship title in 1975 and died 
Sunday at the age of 102. Coach Johnson 
won 821 games over 46 seasons at LeMoyne- 
Owen, where he also coached swimming and 
track and field, and taught health and physical 
education courses. Many of the students he 
coached and mentored went on to illustrious 
national recognition, including eight who be-
came NBA players. Coach Johnson, who 
came to the college in 1958, was the first 
Black basketball coach to win a Division III na-
tional title and LeMoyne-Owen was the first 
Historically Black College and University to 
win that recognition. The LeMoyne-Owen Ma-
gicians remain the only men’s college basket-
ball program in Tennessee, and the only 
sports program in the city of Memphis, to win 
an NCAA championship. In my own inter-
actions with Coach Johnson, I was always im-
pressed with his quiet demeanor and self-ef-
facing attitude, even though he was as much 
a star in the Memphis basketball world as any-
one. Off the court, he was just a good man, 
caring about people in a quiet and compas-
sionate manner, reaching out to help players, 
former players, and students without regard to 
their athletic ability or gender. He offered a 
helping hand and his heart reached so many. 
Known as strict but fair, Coach Johnson, an 
Oklahoma native, had an unusual connection 
to the game of basketball: he learned it from 
Hall of Famer John McClendon, the former 
Cleveland State coach who served as the first 
Black coach of a professional sports team, 
and McClendon learned the game from James 
Naismith, the inventor of the modem game of 
basketball. Coach Johnson was the focus of a 
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newly released independent documentary, 
‘‘1st Forgotten Champions,’’ which was di-
rected by Memphian Morreco Coleman and 
covered the 1975 Division III NCAA champion-
ship. The documentary recently premiered in 
California, Nashville and Memphis. Johnson 
was a member of the Memphis Sports Hall of 
Fame, the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame, 
the Fayetteville State University Athletics Hall 
of Fame and the Southern Intercollegiate Ath-
letic Conference Hall of Fame. I extend my 
profound condolences to his son, Jerry Jr.; his 
daughter, Wandra Haywood and her husband, 
Samuel, of Gainesville, Florida; his six grand-
children; and his seven great-grandchildren. 
Coach Johnson will be remembered as a 
gentle giant and a gentleman. He led an ex-
emplary life. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MS. 
LISBETH (LIZ) MCBRIDE-CHAM-
BERS 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge and thank Ms. Lisbeth 
(Liz) McBride-Chambers for thirty years of 
dedicated and compassionate service as a 
member of the Office of Employee Assistance 
(OEA) at the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

In an institution where Members are Con-
stitutionally bound to serve terms in two-year 
increments, it is remarkable to note that Liz is 
only the second individual to serve as the 
OEA Director in the organization’s thirty-year 
history. 

Liz joined the OEA team in May 1991 when 
the office was in the early stages of develop-
ment. She was one of the first OEA employ-
ees hired by the beloved first Director, Bern 
Seidel. Through love, passion, and commit-
ment to their profession, Bern and Liz skillfully 
developed the OEA into a preeminent em-
ployee assistance program. 

After Bern’s passing in February 2017, Liz 
was promoted to serve as the Director of our 
OEA team. Through her skillful guidance and 
direction, Liz’s office delivers comprehensive 
confidential services covering an array of per-
sonal and work-related issues to positively im-
pact employee performance, productivity, and 
well-being. 

The OEA team also facilitates staff retreats 
for Member offices and conducts seminars on 
a variety of topics, including employee well- 
being, understanding stress and trauma, en-
hancing communication skills, and managing 
career transitions. 

In 2018, the OEA’s scope expanded when 
Liz was entrusted to launch the House 
Wellness Center. Through her tireless efforts 
and close partnership with key stakeholders, 
the House community now has a comprehen-
sive wellness program that provides assist-
ance, information, and training on all aspects 
of well-being. 

While each of the OEA’s program areas are 
important to the office’s overall success, none 
can surpass the impact that Liz and her team 
have had in response to critical incidents in-
volving the House community. Whether it was 
the aftermath of September 11, 2001, the trag-

ic Congressional baseball shooting on June 
14, 2017, the horrific siege on the Capitol on 
January 6, 2021, or any other critical incident, 
Liz’s commitment and care provided comfort 
to those experiencing profound grief and dis-
tress. In addition to her outstanding contribu-
tions to the House community, Liz’s impact 
has inspired countless waves of professionals 
in the field of employee assistance, As a 
member of the Employee Assistance Profes-
sionals Association (EAPA) for well over thirty 
years, Liz regularly attends and contributes to 
the organization’s world conference, which in-
cludes serving as a chair and member of the 
annual conference program planning com-
mittee. 

Liz also served as Commissioner and Chair 
of the Employee Assistance Certification Com-
mission. In this role, she established, main-
tained, and oversaw the development and 
stewardship of the Certified Employee Assist-
ance Professional (CEAP) examination and 
credentialing processes. 

After completing her tenure in these vital 
roles, Liz continued serving as a volunteer 
trainer for EAPA’s CEAP Exam Preparation 
Course. While it would be impossible to count 
all the lives Liz influenced and touched during 
this process, it goes without saying that her 
impact stretches beyond the counselors she 
helped through these endeavors. 

Every counselor who passed the rigorous 
credentialing and examination process with 
Liz’s guidance and tutelage was granted the 
greatest gift of all; her knowledge and insights, 
which they in turn could pass along to the em-
ployees, organizations, and communities they 
serve across the globe. 

Based on these outstanding contributions, it 
should come as no surprise that Liz has been 
recognized by her peers both inside and out-
side of the House community. In 2007, Liz 
was the recipient of the CAO’s Achieving Ex-
cellence Award. She was recognized as the 
EAPA Member of the Year in 2015. One year 
later, Liz received the Employee Excellence 
Award from the House Officers and Inspector 
General. Finally, in 2020, Liz had the high 
honor of receiving a Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Congressional Management 
Foundation. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to join those 
who have recognized Liz for her outstanding 
contributions and overall impact to the House 
of Representatives and to the greater em-
ployee assistance community. I also want to 
acknowledge Liz’s entire team: Tiara Ander-
son, Breanna Becker, Daniel Coleman, Briana 
Cragwell, Georgeanna Goldstein, Margot Haw-
kins-Green, Rhonda Kaalund, Malia Klee, Jon 
Murphy, Paul Tewksbury, Emily Swartz, and 
Brian Weiss. This is a very special group of 
employees and they are all commended for 
their commitment, dedication, and profes-
sionalism. 

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to 
recognize and thank Liz McBride for her un-
paralleled service to this great institution. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DR. JILL JENSEN 

HON. MIKIE SHERRILL 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Ms. SHERRILL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to express my deep gratitude to a de-

parting member of my staff, Jill Jensen. Dr. 
Jill, as she is known in our office, came to 
Capitol Hill as a Brookings Legislative fellow 
from the Department of Defense. We were all 
excited to have someone with her deep exper-
tise and experience as a part of our team, and 
we were looking forward to her contributions 
to my work on the Armed Services Committee. 

As with so many things this year, the pan-
demic upended our plans. In late February 
and early March, as COVID–19 picked up 
speed and congressional offices started to re-
spond, Dr. Jill quickly became an indispen-
sable member of our team. Not only is she an 
expert in defense policy, but Dr. Jill has a doc-
torate in public health. She quickly stepped up 
to the plate to lead our office’s response to the 
pandemic, coordinating weekly calls with local 
health care providers and public health ex-
perts, spearheading the Regional Recovery 
Task Force, and providing invaluable insight 
and advice to me and the other members of 
my team. 

While leading our response efforts during 
the COVID–19 crisis, Dr. Jill still managed to 
be a critical member of our defense team. Her 
ideas and hard work led to several provisions’ 
successful inclusion in the National Defense 
Authorization Act, and now, even as her fel-
lowship in our office winds up, she is still com-
ing up with creative ideas for new and impor-
tant legislation. 

Beyond her expertise, excitement to learn 
about the Hill, and creativity, Dr. Jill is simply 
a joy to work with. She is always positive, at-
tacking new challenges with a smile on her 
face. She is always willing to put her shoulder 
to any task, whether it is drafting new legisla-
tion that will impact the lives of thousands of 
service members or organizing our office suite 
after a move. Her optimism and insight kept 
many of us on track in those first days of the 
pandemic, and her excitement about arcane 
congressional processes was always a breath 
of fresh air. 

Our office’s loss is the Defense Depart-
ment’s gain, and as she ends her fellowship 
and returns to the Department, I wish her the 
very best of luck. I am confident we will be 
saying ‘‘I knew her when . . .’’ very soon. 

f 

NATIONAL OFFICE OF NEW 
AMERICANS ACT 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, immigrants 
make up the fabric of our nation. America has 
always been stronger when we embrace and 
assist immigrants in their transition as they 
contribute to our communities, economy, and 
culture. 

In order to ensure a welcoming and inclu-
sive system for new Americans, I am intro-
ducing the National Office of New Americans 
Act. This bill would create an office within the 
Executive Office of the President to assist and 
support new immigrants and refugees in em-
ployment attainment, language access, and 
civic engagement. Furthermore, it would also 
oversee the coordination of efforts by federal, 
state, and local governments to support inte-
gration efforts, such as helping to attain citi-
zenship. 
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Madam Speaker, this issue is also of per-

sonal importance because when I was a mem-
ber of the New York State Assembly, I had 
envisioned a statewide office to assist new im-
migrants with overcoming these challenges. 
Now, I am expanding that vision to a national 
office and seeking to fix the systemic chal-
lenges immigrants and refugees must face. 

Immigrants make indelible contributions to 
our nation, and it is long past time that we cre-
ate an entity in the Executive Office of the 
President that ensures our country is wel-
coming and helpful toward those who come to 
our shores. While we aspire to be a beacon of 
hope and opportunity, we must match word 
with deed. 

Madam Speaker, we cannot allow immi-
grants to be treated as an afterthought; we 
must ensure their path to becoming ‘‘New 
Americans’’ is clear and well resourced. After 
the atrocious last four years of an administra-
tion that demonized, criminalized, and dehu-
manized immigrants and refugees at every 
turn, my bill would ensure a welcoming and in-
clusive system for all new Americans. I urge 
my colleagues to support this legislation as we 
look to building a more prosperous country 
that recognizes the humanity and dignity of all 
immigrants and refugees. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PHILADELPHIA INTER-
NATIONAL RECORD 

HON. DWIGHT EVANS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the legendary Philadelphia International 
Record (PIR). One of music’s most historic 
record labels. 

Visionary song-writing producers Kenneth 
Gamble and Leon Huff co-founded PIR in 
1971. Together they engineered one of the 
most significant chapters in music history. The 
groundbreaking label gave birth to the sophis-
ticated Philly Soul sound also known as ‘‘The 
Sound of Philadelphia.’’ Patti LaBelle, Teddy 
Pendergrass, The O’Jays, Harold Melvin & the 
Blue Notes, Billy Paul, Lou Rawls and McFad-
den & Whitehead are just some of the stars 
who took the duo’s distinguishing sound to the 
top of the charts. 

The Gamble and Huff partnership began in 
1963, when the two hardworking musicians 
from West Philly and Camden met in the ele-
vator of the Shubert Building, which now 
houses the Merriam Theater. They were both 
toiling as writers for separate music production 
firms. They joined forces and became a potent 
songwriting/production team. The ‘‘Philly Soul’’ 
sound featured a mix of doo-wop, gospel, 
R&B, and sound known for its orchestral 
sounds. 

Philadelphia Soul music is known for its in-
corporation of lush string arrangements along 
with penetrating brass, and often conveys very 
personal and emotional stories. The world-re-
nowned Philadelphia Orchestra’s string section 
was often employed to play on many of Phila-
delphia International Record’s tracks. Philly 
Soul is widely considered a producer’s genre. 
Everyone from the Jacksons to B.B King to 
David Bowie came to Philadelphia seeking 

Philly soul magic. Philadelphia was a center 
for pop music. 

50 years since its inception, Philadelphia 
and the world are poised to celebrate the 
golden anniversary of the label. The anniver-
sary will highlight the extraordinary musical 
output of the storied label and spotlight mile-
stone musical moments, artists and songs 
from the remarkable Philadelphia International 
Records family that have defined the landmark 
label and its incredible impact over the past 50 
years. 

In 2014, Sony Music Entertainment an-
nounced their historic deal with Philadelphia 
International Records, securing global owner-
ship of all recordings made for PIR. The land-
mark deal added all post-1975 PIR recordings 
to the PIR titles already owned by Sony Music 
Entertainment, reuniting the entirety of the 
Philadelphia International Recordings catalog 
under a single global licensing and reissue en-
tity. 

For nearly 30 years, Warner Chappell Music 
has had the privilege of representing Gamble 
and Huff and their legendary music catalog, 
which includes nearly 3000 songs. Their im-
pact on the music industry is immeasurable. 

To celebrate this milestone a flurry of 
projects will showcase the Philadelphia Inter-
national brand and accord Gamble and Huff 
along with key collaborators like their ‘‘Mighty 
Three’’ partner Thom Bell—increased appre-
ciation and respect as 20th century Black 
music pioneers on a par with giants like 
Motown’s Berry Gordy. According to Kenny 
Gamble co-founder of Philadelphia Inter-
national Records ‘‘It’s a blessing to celebrate 
all the writers, musicians, engineers, disc jock-
ey, and all the people that were on our team. 
When I listen to this music now. I can close 
my eyes and the music brings us all back to-
gether again. Hearing this music reminds me 
of all the hard work and dedication our team 
went through to make such a long-lasting 
catalog, that has been embraced by the world 
and I’m thankful.’’ 

I am honored to extend my sincere con-
gratulations to such an outstanding duo and 
celebrate the legacy that is Philadelphia Inter-
national Records and The Sound of Philadel-
phia. 

f 

HARRY T. LEWIS, JR. 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize Harry T. Lewis, Jr., a long-time 
Denver business and civic leader, who passed 
away on November 11, 2020. 

Harry was born in Cincinnati, Ohio to 
Margretta (Borrmann) and Harry T. Lewis. The 
family moved to Denver when Harry was two 
years old. Harry attended East High School 
and earned his A.B. in Art History from Dart-
mouth College and his M.B.A from the Amos 
Tuck School of Business in 1956. He was 
commissioned as an officer in the U.S. Navy 
and spent most of his service stationed in 
Honolulu, HI. 

Harry began his career in Denver in 1959 
as a C.P.A and spent the bulk of his career as 
an Investment Banker in Denver with 
Boettcher & Co. and Dain Bosworth. In 1990, 

he established his own firm, Lewis Invest-
ments. Throughout his life and career, he held 
strong beliefs in the importance of giving back 
to the city and state he loved. He invested 
substantial time and expertise to multiple non- 
profit and civic organizations, guided by his 
viewpoint we should all strive to improve our 
quality of life and better the City of Denver. 
Harry served on numerous community boards 
including the Boettcher Foundation, Colorado 
Outward Bound School, C.S.U. Research 
Foundation, Colorado Forum, Dartmouth As-
sociation of the Great Divide, Denver Museum 
of Nature and Science, Denver Metro Cham-
ber of Commerce, Downtown Denver, Inc. and 
The Stapleton Foundation. In his personal life, 
he was an avid skier and fly fisherman, loved 
fine art, good wine and opera, and was a pas-
sionate gardener. 

Harry Lewis was predeceased by his be-
loved wife, Tanya (deLuise) Lewis (2001) and 
a son, Colin M. Lewis (2016), and is survived 
by his son, Kevin H. Lewis, his daughter Val-
erie Lewis Savoie, and grandchildren Derek 
and Connor Lewis, Isabelle and Duncan Lewis 
and Julia and Cael McCarthy. I appreciate his 
lifetime service to our community. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF LEE 
WILSON 

HON. JODEY C. ARRINGTON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker, Lee 
Roy Wilson, 90, a longtime resident of Rule, 
TX, passed away Sunday, January 3, 2021. A 
funeral service was held at 2:00 PM, Wednes-
day, January 6, 2021 at the First Baptist 
Church, Rule with Rev. Scott Hensley offici-
ating. 

Lee Roy Wilson was born October 5, 1930 
in Rule, TX to Okla (Nabors) and Roy Wilson; 
he was the last surviving child of 10. He mar-
ried Frances (Wade) Wilson on November 14, 
1953 in Pinkerton, TX and they enjoyed 56 
years of marriage. Lee Roy served in the U.S. 
Army during the Korean War. After his dis-
charge he worked in the oil field for 34 year 
as a production supervisor for Sojourner. He 
also farmed and worked as a hunting guide for 
many years. He loved hunting, gardening, and 
sharing his vegetables he raised with his 
friends and family. Lee Roy’s greatest loves 
were God, his family, and the many friends he 
had. He loved being able to attend annual Wil-
son and Wade reunions so he could spend 
precious time with his family. 

He is survived by his children, Melinda 
Casey, Roy Wilson (Becky), Fran McCown 
(Jerry); grandchildren, Sandy Anderson (Jody), 
Blayne Casey, Jeff Casey, Stefanie Bonds 
(Kelly), Lesli McCarroll (Ryan), Lee Taylor Wil-
son, Zach Tinnin (Sarah), Joey Wilson 
(Dusty), Cole McCown; great grandchildren, 
Callie Ervin (Matt), Tanner Anderson, Will An-
derson, Addison Bonds, Kadynce Bonds, 
Knoxlee Bonds, Braxton Wharry, Jaxon 
Wharry, Stephen McCarroll, Brendan Tinnin, 
Connor Tinnin, Gavin Tinnin, Shelby Wilson, 
Riley Wilson, Quaid Wilson; great-great grand-
children, Ace, Wade, and June Ervin; broth-
ers-in-law, Don Wade (Sue), Sonny Wade; nu-
merous nieces, nephews and their families. 

He is preceded in death by his wife, 
Frances; son, Johnny; granddaughter, Chel-
sea Tinnin; 2 brothers; and 7 sisters. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND PUB-

LIC SERVICE OF BOOTSIE NEAL 

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. TURNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to the life of Bootsie Neal, a remarkable 
woman and public servant from my hometown 
of Dayton, Ohio, who passed away on Janu-
ary 24, 2021. 

Bootsie Neal was one of my dearest friends 
for over 25 years. Bootsie was born on Sep-
tember 9, 1952 in Newbern, Alabama and 
grew up in Buffalo, New York. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree from Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. She moved to Dayton in 
1974, where she spent the rest of her life, and 
earned a master’s degree in postgraduate 
education at the University of Dayton. 

In 1991, Bootsie became the first African 
American woman to be elected to the Dayton 
City Commission, on which she served until 
2004. Later in life, she inspired and became a 
role model for other women committed to pub-
lic service and looking to run for office. 

I had the privilege of working with Bootsie 
while I was Mayor of Dayton. Together, we 
worked to turn the city around. We shared a 
mutual interest in urban revitalization and re-
development. We implemented a comprehen-
sive strategic plan that laid the foundation for 
the economic revival of the urban core of our 
region. Our focus was rebuilding the business 
district with jobs, housing, and amenities, and 
restoring and revitalizing our neighborhoods. 

Without Bootsie’s leadership and partner-
ship, we would not have balanced the city’s 
budget for eight consecutive years, built the 
Dayton Dragons baseball stadium, the 
Schuster Center, and RiverScape MetroPark, 
All of these projects helped contribute to the 
revitalization and improvement of our city. 
Today, there are more people living, working, 
and enjoying downtown Dayton than there 
were twenty years ago. 

Bootsie will be deeply missed by all of us 
who knew and loved her. I valued her wisdom 
and treasured her friendship. Bootsie’s legacy 
of service through her sorority Delta Sigma 
Theta, as well as to the entire Dayton commu-
nity, will forever be cherished. On behalf of all 
those whose lives were touched by Bootsie’s 
friendship and community service, I offer her 
family and friends my heartfelt condolences. 

f 

SPECIAL DISTRICTS PROVIDE 
ESSENTIAL SERVICES ACT 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today I 
reintroduce the ‘‘Special Districts Provide Es-
sential Services Act,’’ at the request of the 
California Special Districts Association and the 
237 special districts within California’s third 
Congressional district. I want to thank my 
original cosponsors for their support of this 
much-needed legislation. I also want to thank 
U.S. Senator KYRSTEN SINEMA (D–AZ) for 
sponsoring the companion legislation. 

Special districts are independent units of 
local government that provide public services 

cities and counties do not provide for resi-
dents. Those services include first responders, 
policing, firefighting, public health, and more, 
making special districts critical to the commu-
nities they serve. 

To date, Congress has inadvertently ex-
cluded special districts from the direct federal 
financial assistance provided to state, county, 
and municipal governments during this pan-
demic for essential services. For example, 
special districts are currently ineligible for di-
rect federal financial assistance under the 
‘‘Coronavirus Relief Fund’’ established by the 
CARES Act (Public Law 116–136). 

Our bicameral legislation would ensure that 
the 2,700 special districts in California and 
30,000 special districts nationwide are eligible 
for any additional assistance provided by Con-
gress to state, county, and local governments 
to aid in the fight against COVID–19. 

The ‘‘Special Districts Provide Essential 
Services Act’’ would also allow special districts 
access to the Federal Reserve’s Municipal Li-
quidity Facility, which provides states, coun-
ties, and municipalities federally guaranteed 
bridge financing to offset unexpected short- 
term revenue shortfalls. Like states, counties, 
and cities, many special districts serve large 
populations and have the legal authority to 
issue short-term tax and revenue anticipation 
notes. However, special districts are not cur-
rently guaranteed access to the Municipal Li-
quidity Facility, even to offset revenue short-
falls caused by this ongoing pandemic 

Madam Speaker, I urge all Members to join 
us in cosponsoring the ‘‘Special Districts Pro-
vide Essential Services Act.’’ Congress must 
ensure that all local governments have the 
federal support needed to deliver crucial qual-
ity-of-life services for our communities during 
this global pandemic, including special districts 
nationwide. 

f 

HONORING LYLE L. GREEN ON HIS 
RETIREMENT FROM GPO 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, over the 
last few months, we have all come to appre-
ciate the quiet competence of our dedicated 
public servants, without whom none of our 
democratic institutions would work. One such 
public servant, Lyle Green, will be retiring at 
the end of January from his position as the 
managing director of the Official Journals of 
Government (OJG) at the Government Pub-
lishing Office (GPO). In that role, Lyle has 
been responsible for publication of the Federal 
Register, along with every publication from 
Congress, including the Congressional 
Record, the House and Senate calendars, 
bills, hearings, reports, and even the phone di-
rectory. 

Lyle began his career at GPO in 1991 as a 
proofreader, where his colleagues soon recog-
nized his talent and work ethic. Throughout his 
career, he was at the center of GPO’s transi-
tion from a print-centric institution to one that 
leads on the digitization of public information, 
a transformation that has dramatically ex-
panded the accessibility of key public docu-
ments to the American people. When GPO 
talks about its mission of ‘‘Keeping America 

Informed,’’ they are talking about many of the 
products produced by Lyle’s team. 

Lyle has served as Managing Director since 
January of 2012 and prior to that he headed 
OJG’s Congressional Publishing Services for 
five years. In those capacities, he spear-
headed the production of the official materials 
for presidential inaugurations in 2009, 2013, 
and 2017, and led GPO’s team through sev-
eral blizzards, an earthquake, a pandemic, 
and now, regrettably, an attack by insurrec-
tionists. Throughout it all, Lyle and his team 
got it done. Ensuring the timely production of 
the Federal Register and the Congressional 
Record is like having to produce two big-city 
newspapers every day. In addition, Lyle led 
his team through the production of thousand- 
page bills for immediate floor consideration, or 
the production of last-minute credentials for 
important, historic public events. In each case, 
Congress got what it needed—on time and ac-
curate. 

There are generations of staff who always 
knew that if they ran into a problem, they 
could call Lyle at the Congressional Desk at 
GPO and he’d get it straightened out. And he 
always did it with grace and humility. As Lyle 
wraps up work on his fourth presidential inau-
guration, he deserves to be proud of his 30 
years of service to GPO, Congress, and 
American democracy. As chairperson of 
GPO’s oversight committee, the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing, I want to express Con-
gress’ gratitude for Lyle’s tireless work on be-
half of our constituents, most of whom will 
never know Lyle’s continuing contributions. 

I wish Lyle lots of time with his family and 
his beloved Washington Nationals secure in 
the knowledge that he made a great and last-
ing contribution to his country. With his retire-
ment at the end of this month, he will leave 
the agency he loves stronger than when he 
found it. 

f 

LEE KUTNER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Lee Moss Kutner who 
passed away surrounded by family on Decem-
ber 18, 2020. 

Lee was born in Niagara Falls, New York in 
1955. When he was nine, his family moved to 
Oak Park, Michigan. When in college, Lee’s 
parents later moved to Denver, Colorado. Lee 
graduated from the University of Michigan in 
1976 and then went on to graduate from the 
National Law Center of George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C. in 1980. 

Following his graduation, Lee moved to 
Denver and began as an associate in a law 
practice in 1981, in short time becoming a 
partner. He later became the primary share-
holder in Kutner Brinen, PC where he enjoyed 
37 years practicing corporate reorganization 
and bankruptcy law with his partner and 
friend, Jeff Brinen. Lee pushed the practice of 
bankruptcy law forward, setting precedent, 
speaking at conferences, and publishing chap-
ters in respected legal texts. 

Lee was a beloved and devoted husband of 
38 years and was a loving, father, and grand-
father. 
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He never missed a moment in the lives of 

his children and never missed a moment to 
celebrate his wife. He was brilliant, honest, 
and kind. He told his family he loved them 
every day, and it was the last thing he told 
them before he passed. 

Lee is survived by his wife, Cynthia, his chil-
dren, Justin (Jennifer Sisk), Alyssa, Mia, and 
his grandson Charles Julian Kutner. He is also 
survived by his sister, Roslyn Zigmond, and 
many sisters and brothers-in-law and nieces 
and nephews. I appreciate his lifetime service 
to our community. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE 
PENNSYLVANIA NATIONAL GUARD 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to ask the House 
of Representatives to join me in recognizing 
the Pennsylvania National Guard for their tre-
mendous work in Operation Protect D.C. 

Following the horrifying events at the Capitol 
on January 6, 2021, I am thankful for the 
Pennsylvania National Guard activating to 
Washington, D.C. quickly to ensure the presi-
dential inauguration and transfer of power 
could be carried out peacefully. 

Leaving their families and careers in Penn-
sylvania, these men and women stood in the 
cold and rain and slept on floors to selflessly 
protect their fellow Americans. During this 
challenging time, it is inspiring to witness so 
many National Guard Service men and 
women choose to help their fellow Americans. 

Governor Tom Wolf activated an extraor-
dinary 2,400 Soldiers and Airmen in support of 
the District of Columbia’s preparation for the 
59th Presidential Inauguration. Pennsylvania 
has the third largest National Guard in the 
country with approximately 19,000 members 
located in more than 80 armories and readi-
ness centers statewide. We cannot thank 
them enough for their service. 

God Bless our Troops. 
f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
ANTHONY GALLOPO 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in memory of one of the finest North 
Jersey residents I have come to know. An-
thony Gallopo was a dear friend, a leader and 
a role model in Sussex County, and a tireless 
fighter for his brothers and sisters in arms— 
his fellow veterans. 

As we mourn Tony’s loss, our hearts go out 
to his wife, Betsy, and his daughters, Sarah, 
Alexandra, and Ashley Gallopo. He always 
spoke to me about them, how much he loved 
them, and how proud he was of their accom-
plishments. We are all thinking of them as we 
extend our deepest condolences for their ter-
rible loss. At this time, we are also praying for 
the recovery of Tony’s beloved wife, Betsy, 
who remains in the hospital. 

Madam Speaker, getting to know Tony was 
one of the great joys and true honors of my 
career in Congress. I remember when we first 
met, when I visited Sussex County Community 
College for a roundtable with local student vet-
erans. There was no one who knew more 
about what veterans in Sussex and Warren 
needed, or who cared more about how they 
were going to get the attention and care and 
services that they deserved. 

For more than five years, Tony and I 
worked shoulder-to-shoulder to deliver on that 
promise. Tony was instrumental in securing 
the long-awaited goal of the first VA commu-
nity outpatient clinic to serve veterans in Sus-
sex and Warren Counties, so that those who 
fought for our country could access care close 
to home. I was so proud to stand with him and 
others who helped make it happen on the day 
the clinic finally opened in 2017. Tony contin-
ued the fight for lifesaving in-person psy-
chiatric care for veterans at the clinic in New-
ton, hosted roundtables for better jobs and op-
portunities for students and returning veterans, 
and was always there to commemorate and 
remember the sacrifice of generations of his 
fellow servicemembers throughout the Fifth 
District. 

As a leader on our District’s Service Acad-
emy Nomination Selection Committee, he 
helped evaluate young student applicants so 
that I could nominate the very best of the next 
generation to represent North Jersey at our 
nation’s great Service Academies. 

Tony served as a Seaman in the United 
States Navy, and as a former New Jersey De-
partment of the American Legion Vice Com-
mander, member of the Legion’s Department 
Executive Committee, and as Commander of 
Post 86 in Newton. He was also a retired sen-
ior officer with the New Jersey Department of 
Corrections. 

Madam Speaker, we owe our nation’s vet-
erans a deep debt of gratitude; they do not 
owe us anything. And yet, every day, I am in-
spired by veterans like Tony, who always 
wanted to help more people, to give back to 
his community, and to look after other vet-
erans young and old who could use a hand. 
And in doing so, he provided a profound ex-
ample of how to lead a life of service. 

Like so many in North Jersey, I was 
crushed when I heard that tragic news that 
Tony was in the hospital. In New Jersey, we 
have lost so many friends, neighbors, parents, 
and grandparents during the coronavirus pan-
demic. But it is difficult to capture just how 
painful the tragic news of Tony’s passing was 
for all who knew him, but especially for his fel-
low Legionnaires and veterans. 

While Tony is sadly no longer with us, he 
lived a lifetime of service that will never be for-
gotten. North Jersey is deeply indebted to this 
selfless patriot who touched so many lives, 
and a true hometown hero who walked among 
us. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in remembering my friend, Tony Gallopo. 

IN SUPPORT OF THE GABRIELLA 
MILLER KIDS FIRST RESEARCH 
ACT 2.0 

HON. JENNIFER WEXTON 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Ms. WEXTON. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the Gabriella Miller Kids First 
Research Act 2.0, which I introduced today. If 
enacted, this bipartisan bill would make great 
strides to fund the fight against childhood can-
cer, birth defects, and other rare childhood 
diseases. 

Cancer is the number one cause of disease- 
related death in children age 14 and younger. 
This year alone, it’s estimated that more than 
10,000 children in the U.S. under the age of 
15 will be diagnosed with cancer. In addition, 
one in 33 babies born in the U.S. are affected 
by a birth defect and birth defects are the 
leading cause of death among infants. Unfor-
tunately, these childhood diseases are still 
poorly understood, and additional funding is 
greatly needed to augment existing research 
to promote new discoveries for children af-
fected by them. 

Congress passed the Gabriella Miller Kids 
First Research Act in 2014 to uncover new in-
sights into the biology of childhood disease. 
The law established a Ten-Year Pediatric Re-
search Initiative Fund within the National Insti-
tutes of Health’s (NIH) Common Fund and au-
thorized $12.6 million in funds annually for pe-
diatric disease research through the Gabriella 
Miller Kids First Pediatric Research Program, 
commonly known as Kids First. Since the 
original law was enacted, Kids First has made 
progress towards understanding childhood 
cancer and disease. It has initiated the 
Gabriella Miller Kids First Data Resource Cen-
ter—a comprehensive data resource for re-
search and patient communities meant to ad-
vance discoveries. 

The Gabriella Miller Kids First Research Act 
2.0 builds off the important progress made by 
the 2014 Gabriella Miller Kids First Research 
Act by providing a new source of funding for 
the Kids First Research Fund. Specifically, the 
bill would redirect civil monetary sanctions lev-
ied against pharmaceutical, medical device, 
supplement and cosmetic manufacturers by 
the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 
for violation of the Foreign Corrupt Practices 
Act. By diverting penalties going into the Gen-
eral Treasury from these companies that 
break the law, the bill would sustain Kids 
First’s critical childhood disease research for 
generations to come. 

The Gabriella Miller Kids First Research Act 
2.0 is named to honor 10–year-old Gabriella 
Miller who passed away from an inoperable 
brain tumor. She was a fierce advocate for 
childhood cancer research and her efforts to 
boost awareness of childhood cancer helped 
raise funds for children’s cancer charities. Jan-
uary 13, 2021 would’ve been Gabriella’s eight-
eenth birthday. I can’t think of a better way to 
celebrate her birthday than introducing this bill 
to honor her memory. I would like to thank 
Gabriella’s mother and my constituent, Ellyn 
Miller, for her tireless advocacy on behalf of 
children with cancer through Smashing Wal-
nuts. I am honored to have worked closely 
with Ellyn on the Gabriella Miller Kids First Re-
search Act 2.0. 
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Although we are experiencing tough times 

on Capitol Hill, this bipartisan bill dem-
onstrates that we can all come together for 
this great cause. I’m proud to introduce this 
bill to help find treatments and cures so that 
our nation’s children will have a fighting 
chance to survive cancer and other rare dis-
ease. The Gabriella Miller Kids First Research 
Act 2.0 will reaffirm our strong commitment to 
finding cures for childhood diseases. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BOB 
FRANKLIN 

HON. VICKY HARTZLER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Madam Speaker I rise 
today to honor the centennial birthday of Bob 
Franklin. He was born on January 25, 1921, in 
Dallas County, Missouri to John and Iva 
Franklin. 

Bob graduated from Halfway High School in 
Polk County and served his country in World 
War II with the U.S. Army, which took him to 
the Middle East and Asia. From 1953 through 
1957 he served as the sheriff of Dallas Coun-
ty. 

Bob was also an auctioneer and owner of 
the Buffalo Sale Barn. He is the proud father 
of state Senator Sandy Crawford, Dr. Tama 
Franklin, and his son Randy who preceded 
him in death. Throughout his life, Bob has 
dedicated himself to his family and helping his 
community. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in wishing 
Bob Franklin and his family a happy birthday 
as they celebrate a century of life and service 
to the Dallas County community. 

f 

HONORING KEVEN PARKER 

HON. DWIGHT EVANS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an influential and dedicated gentleman 
from Philadelphia, Keven Parker, a well-known 
restaurant owner and community advocate 
whose recent passing on January 15, 2021 
has left a void in the minds and hearts of the 
citizens of Philadelphia. 

Keven Parker was an incredible restaurateur 
and entrepreneur and his loss will be felt in 
the city of Philadelphia for years to come. He 
followed his mother’s mission of feeding peo-
ple delicious meals with restaurants on South 
Street, in Reading Terminal Market and oper-
ating a catering business. 

Ms. Tootsie’s Soul Food Cafe is a house-
hold name dedicated for his mother and her 
famous penchant for Tootsie’s Rolls. Keven as 
a young child would observe and help his 
mother Joyce, as she would teach him the de-
tails and nuances of producing extraordinary 
satisfying Soul Food. 

Keven was a hard working and self-made 
shining star entrepreneur and was one of con-
temporary Philadelphia’s great personalities 
and a true visionary. He came from humble 
origins but strong roots. Parker grew up in 
West Philadelphia and became a successful 
businessman, overseeing six distinct entities. 

Keven Parker’s restaurants were well re-
garded and were frequented by such people 
as President Bill Clinton, Oprah Winfrey, Patti 
LaBelle, Will Smith and a host of others. His 
groundbreaking establishment Ms. Tootsie’s 
on South Street was named the best South-
ern-Style restaurant for three years running in 
Black Enterprise magazine and was featured 
on food TV shows. The Food Network’s Rob-
ert Irvine raved about his fried chicken on The 
Best Thing I Ever Ate. 

Furthermore, Parker was committed to giv-
ing back to his community exemplified by hir-
ing 55 individuals in his employ. The Keven 
Parker Company community outreach includes 
the Youth Adult Division, giving young men 
and women the opportunity to work for a pro-
gressive and upwardly mobile company while 
gaining valuable skills in an entrepreneurial 
and success-driven environment. 

Keven Parker dedicated his life to uplifting 
and improving the lives of others. He was a 
model citizen. The 3rd Congressional District 
of Pennsylvania extends gratitude to Keven 
Parker for his dedicated support and service 
to the City of Philadelphia and we mourn with 
his family and friends. 
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IN HONOR OF ED ‘‘BUTCH’’ AND 
JEAN SHIFFLETT OF SOUTH BOS-
TON 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Ed ‘‘Butch’’ and Jean Shifflett, two 
wonderful and generous Americans from my 
home neighborhood of South Boston. 

Butch and Jean have been model citizens 
and engaged members of our South Boston 
community for decades. Butch, a Vietnam vet-
eran, together with his wife Jean, have been 
loving caretakers of St. Monica’s Church, 
where they have welcomed those seeking a 
sacred place of beauty and peace. Their hos-
pitality has made it possible for St. Monica’s 
Church to serve as a home for the recovery 
community, providing a safe gathering space 
for those seeking freedom from addiction as 
well as anchoring the food pantry, where they 
have provided a safety net for those struggling 
with hunger during these difficult times. 

Day or night, Butch and Jean have never 
failed to answer the call when a family in need 
has reached out for help. And they have of-
fered more than just practical help and assist-
ance: they have offered respect and warm 
goodwill, affirming the dignity of all. 

Butch and Jean have never sought recogni-
tion for their service to others. But on January 
24, 2021, we expressed our love and gratitude 
for the hope and healing they have brought to 
our community by naming the lower hall of the 
church where they have carried out their min-
istry in their honor. 

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to 
take the floor of the House today to thank Ed 
‘‘Butch’’ and Jean Shifflett for their decades of 
service to St. Monica’s Church and to the fam-
ilies of South Boston. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I was unable 
to vote in person on Roll Call Vote No. 3, 
since the vote was closed prior to my as-
signed group being called to vote. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 3. 
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COMMENDING 4EVER METAL 
ROOFING FOR ITS SUPPORT OF 
HOOSIER VETERANS 

HON. JIM BANKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. BANKS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commend 4Ever Metal Roofing for its invalu-
able support of Hoosier Veterans, especially 
during the COVID–19 pandemic. 

Since its founding in 2016, the company has 
grown to employ several Hoosier veterans, 
contributed $7 million to northeast Indiana’s 
economy, and has expanded its reach to serv-
ing the tri-state area of Indiana, Michigan, and 
Ohio. 

However, the company’s commitment to our 
region stretches beyond providing jobs to Hoo-
sier veterans and services to consumers. Dur-
ing the pandemic, 4Ever Metal Roofing do-
nated $30,000 to FW22, a local non-profit fo-
cused on suicide prevention and supporting 
veterans suffering from PTSD and TBI. This 
donation went a long way to ensuring a Hoo-
sier veteran and his family had Christmas pre-
sents this year, and the remainder of the do-
nation will be used to support the work of 
FW22 as it assists many more struggling vet-
erans in the region. 

Going above and beyond to assist those in 
the community, especially those who fought to 
protect it, will always be something worth rec-
ognizing, and I commend 4Ever Metal Roofing 
for this selfless act of kindness. These are the 
kinds of partnerships that make our country 
great. I wish 4Ever Metal Roofing nothing but 
the best as they continue to grow in the years 
to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SYNDEE WOOD AS 
CONSTITUENT OF THE MONTH 

HON. MIKE LEVIN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker, it 
is my honor to recognize Encinitas local, 
Syndee Wood, as my January Constituent of 
the Month. The COVID–19 pandemic con-
tinues to impact our hospitals, small busi-
nesses, and communities in the 49th District 
at a devastating rate. After a friend presented 
Ms. Wood with an opportunity to deliver pizzas 
to strained ICU workers and ten different de-
partments at Scripps hospital in Encinitas, 
Syndee felt gratitude and inspiration from their 
reaction. 
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Our hospitals and ICU’s continue to hit 

devasting capacity numbers, leaving our med-
ical staff with longer hours and hectic shifts 
with not much time to sit down for a refueling 
meal. Additionally, our small businesses have 
been particularly hard hit with less opportuni-
ties for patronship. In an effort to combine 
both of these prevalent issues, Syndee gath-
ered funds from neighbors and friends, and so 
far, with the help of nearly 250 donations 
equaling more than $13,000, her volunteers 
have helped support 23 San Diego and North 
County locally-owned and franchised res-
taurants. 

The pandemic has shown us how valuable 
and vital community is for getting through this 
trying time in our country. I am incredibly 
thankful for residents like Syndee who have 
the heart and drive to rise to the occasion on 
the behalf of CA–49. As we continue working 
through this unprecedented time, it’s critical 
that we find inspiration in our friends and 
neighbors all around us. I am deeply grateful 
for Syndee bringing that hope to our cherished 
entrepreneurs, small businesses and health 
care staff, and I am honored to recognize her 
as my Constituent of the Month. 

f 

WILLIAM (PETER) W. GRANT, III 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize William (Peter) W. Grant, 
III, who passed away surrounded by family on 
December 12, 2020. 

Peter was born in New York to W.W. Grant 
III (Bill) and Katherine (Kocie) O’Connor in 
1932. He attended Phillips Academy, Andover 

MA and Yale University, graduating with a de-
gree in English. While at Yale, he met 
Rhondda Lowery and they were married in 
1955. They moved to New York City where he 
had started his career at Bankers Trust Com-
pany in 1954. Together they moved to his par-
ents’ hometown of Denver in 1958. He at-
tended Harvard University’s two summers-long 
Advanced Management Program in the mid 
’70s, widening his ever-growing circle of 
friends and associates worldwide. 

A nearly lifelong Colorado resident, he re-
tired in 1993 from his position as Chairman of 
the Colorado National Bank of Denver and 
Colorado National Bancshares after a 35-year 
career there. He rose from bond trader to 
President and Chairman, over years that 
brought a multitude of changes in banking 
from a single branch to holding companies; 
the addition of a credit card issuer (Rocky 
Mountain BankCard); interstate banking and fi-
nally a sale to First Bank Systems (now 
USBank) in 1993. 

His second career as a devoted philan-
thropist and advisor spanned over many 
years. He was a Director of Plains Petroleum 
and Barrett Resources. He served on, often 
chairing, the Boards of The Gates (rubber) 
Family Foundation, The Denver Museum of 
Nature and Science (formerly the Denver Mu-
seum of Natural History), The Nature Conser-
vancy of Colorado, the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation, The Episcopal Church 
Foundation, Four Mile Historic Park, the Rocky 
Mountain Conservancy (formerly the Rocky 
Mountain Nature Association), the Illif School 
of Theology, the Midwest Research institute, 
Colorado Energy Science Center, KRMA–TV, 
Channel Six, as well as an active vestryman 
and Senior Warden for St. Barnabas Epis-
copal Church (of Denver). He was active in 
the Andover Alumni Association and funded a 
scholarship. 

With his wife of 65 years, Rhondda, they 
supported the Smithsonian American History 
Museum providing lead funding on the Jeffer-
son Bible conservation and printing and the 
Abraham Lincoln exhibit at the Smithsonian 
National Portrait Gallery. They have been sig-
nificantly involved in the Gates Center for Re-
generative Medicine, supporting the Gates 
Summer Internship Program as well as other 
initiatives in stem cell research there. Most re-
cently, they were one of three sponsors of the 
Denver presentation of American Democracy: 
a Great Leap of Faith developed by the Na-
tional Museum of American History and cur-
rently on exhibit at the History of Colorado 
Center. He stood with integrity, honesty, intel-
ligence and admirable devotion to his large 
Grant family and his friends with a great sense 
of humor. 

Peter was a long-time steward of Grant fam-
ily interests in Colorado properties. His father 
Bill initiated development of their parents farm 
property southwest of Denver in the early ’80s. 
Peter and two other family branch representa-
tives entered into a partnership with Jordan 
Perlmutter to develop a number of shopping 
centers at the sites. One family branch resides 
in England; Peter was instrumental in per-
suading British Airways to open daily direct 
service to Denver. The Grant Family man-
aging ‘‘Senior Committee’’ which he devel-
oped, survives today as a model of family in-
vestment and stewardship now serving and 
benefiting the 4th, 5th and 6th generations. 

Peter was a devoted fan of the Colorado 
Rockies, both the hockey team (now the New 
Jersey Devils) and his beloved baseball team. 
He is survived by his wife Rhondda, their 
three daughters: Hallidie Haid (Don), Deirdre 
Mercurio (Jim) and Liza Grant, as well as six 
grandchildren: Relly, Wes, Marielle, Mac-
Kenzie, Patrick and Caleigh. I appreciate his 
lifetime service to our community. 
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